Receipt of
axatives within 24

Provider considers ordering C. difficile PCR test

Recent C. diff test?
(+) test in past 14 days
(-) test in past 7 days

Yes

. No
Consider

contact enteric
precautions

Clinically
significant diarrhea?

hours?

Yes

WBC >10 or <4

< (=3 unformed BMs/24hr, No—
Yes >600cc stool/24hr,
new requirement for
rectal tube)
Y

Yes »~ Clinical symptoms

(yesterday or today)

of CDI?*

No. No

Ongoing
diarrhea

(=3 unformed BMs/24hr,
>600cc stool/24hr)

*Unexplained ileus, radiographic findings of colitis,
abdominal tenderness, septic shock.

For patients with severe diseaselclinical instability or

other laboratorylimaging features suggestive of C.

difficile, early testing for C. difficile (rather than awaiting

trial off laxatives) may be appropriate.
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